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20 Answers in this band have all the qualities of Band 7 work, with further insight,
Band 8 19 sensitivity, individuality or flair. They show complete and sustained
18 engagement with both text and task.
A detailed, relevant and possibly perceptive personal response that engages
both with text and task
17 » shows a clear and at times critical understanding of the text and its deeper
Band 7 16 meanings
15 « responds in detail to the way the writer achieves her/his effects (sustaining
a fully appropriate voice in an empathic task)
» integrates carefully selected and relevant reference to the text
A developed and relevant personal response that engages both with text and
task
14 « shows understanding of the text and some of its deeper implications
Band 6 13 . . : :
12 . res_ponds adequately to the way the writer atheves her/his effects (using
suitable features of expression in an empathic task)
* shows some thoroughness in selecting relevant references to the text
Begins to develop a relevant personal response that engages both with text
and task
11 : .
Band 5 10 e shows some understanding of meaning o
9 « makes a little reference to the language of the text (beginning to assume a
voice in an empathic task)
e uses some supporting textual detail
Attempts to communicate a basic personal response
8 * makes some relevant comments
Band 4 7 * shows a basic understanding of surface meaning of the text (of character
6 in an empathic task)
* makes a little supporting reference to the text
Some evidence of a simple personal response
5 * makes a few straightforward comments
Band 3 4 « shows a few signs of understanding the surface meaning of the text (of
3 character in an empathic task)
* makes a little reference to the text
Band 2 2 Limited attempt to respond
1 e shows some limited understanding of simple/literal meaning
Band 1 0 No answer / insufficient answer to meet the criteria for Band 2

The detailed questions are intended to help the candidate respond. Candidates are required to
answer them, but need not do so in a rigid sequence; some of the answers may be implicit in the
essay, although it is expected that candidates will be able to spell out their views and interpretations
with sufficient clarity. There is no prescribed application of marks to each question and the response
should be marked holistically. Candidates who do not answer the prescribed questions will penalise
themselves automatically, as the questions are central to the passage.
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Question Answer Marks

Indicative Content

The detailed questions are intended to help the candidate respond. Candidates are required to
answer them, but need not do so in a rigid sequence; some of the answers may be implicit in the
essay, although it is expected that candidates will be able to spell out their views and interpretations
with sufficient clarity. There is no prescribed application of marks to each question and the
response should be marked holistically. Candidates who do not answer the prescribed questions
will penalise themselves automatically, as the questions are central to the passage.

1

Lea atentamente el siguiente fragmento extraido de la novela ‘La
mestiza de Pizarro: una princesa entre dos mundos’ del escritor
peruano Alvaro Vargas Llosa publicada en 2003. Luego, conteste la
pregunta.

The extract in question is rather contemporary and it is hoped the
candidates will be in a position to understand the language of the passage
almost in its entirety, therefore being able to gain a general understanding of
the extract and convey an appropriate response to the quality of the writing.
The questions are designed to help them do so. At the lower levels (up to 9
marks) we shall probably be expecting evidence of a basic understanding,
hopefully with a simple personal response. At the 5/6 level bands we should
be looking for a clear, if not sophisticated and more complex answer to each
of the questions and a successful attempt to support ideas from the
passage. Be aware of inert, mechanical quoting or simple paraphrasing that
adds little to the interpretation or leaves the task of interpreting and/or
inferring to the examiner. It is not unusual for candidates to transfer
wording/paragraphs from the question paper to their essays in a rather
mechanical manner and for no other apparent purpose than to fill up some
space. This material usually has been provided to them to contextualise the
extract and does not need to be mentioned again in the body of the
candidate's essay. As we go up to 7/8 level bands we shall be looking for an
in-depth analysis and close attention to detail; an ability to read between the
lines, with appropriate support from the passage; a motivated personal
response; good use of the imagination and a direct, clear focus on the
questions throughout. Although some candidates may find the theme of the
story rather 'unexpected', they still should be able to engage with it and fully
exploit its elements, particularly so if they are to be rewarded with a top
band mark.

20
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1

¢Hasta qué punto y como ha logrado el autor impactarlo(a) a usted,
como lector(a), con lo que nos cuenta sobre la familia Pizarro? En
particular, debe considerar, en detalle, los siguientes aspectos:

 Coémo se vale el autor del lenguaje para evocar los sentimientos
de Francisca hacia su padre, antes y después de su muerte.

Points to be mentioned:

(1) Her experience went from having taken him for granted to,
overnight, not having him around any longer.

(2) Her father, before his death, was part of the ‘natural landscape’ of
her imagination and domestic life (‘parte del paisaje natural de las
cosas’).

(3) After the distancing of her mother, Francisca becomes closer to her
father.

(4) But, her identification with her father was more ‘instinctive’ than
‘intentional’ at this stage.

(5) In spite of her age, the killing of his father is particularly significant
to Francisca.

(6) She becomes more inquisitive about her ‘mestizo’ origin and its
importance.

(7) Eager to know more, always asking more and more questions
about her father and his family.

(8) Munoz ‘plants’, successfully, the seed of a ‘mission’ in Francisca’s
heart and intellect.

(9) Francisca assumes this mission with a full heart and determination.

(10) Francisca’s relationship with her father, in spite of his absence,
became more active/intense, stronger than ever.

(11) She embarked in a quest to understand all her family history so that
she could attempt to save what was left of it.

(12) All of the above shows that Francisca had a strong love for her
father that death only managed to intensify.

 Lareaccion que le inspiran a usted los cambios que trajo el
asesinato de Pizarro en la vida de su hija.

In addition to their personal reactions, candidates should cover some of
the following points:

(1) How, for a young girl, how it may have felt to find herself, overnight,
‘unprotected’, being conscious of living in a new, different world to
that she was accustomed to. After all her father did not die of
natural causes. The impact of his assassination and the possible
danger surrounding her life may have gradually become more and
more obvious, in spite of her age.

(2) Francisca became an ‘orphan’ in the full sense of the word. She no
longer had her father but also her mother was out of the picture as
well. Hence, Francisca knew that nothing could be said to be safe
or guaranteed any longer.
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(3) The meaning of the expression: ‘brasas politicas de la Conquista’.
Particularly taking into account that her father was killed by the son
of Almagro, one of the other ‘conquistadores’. However, as this is
not mentioned in the passage, this is not a prerequisite. This point
may appear in the answers only as a recognition that these were
dangerous times. The extract does not contain historical references
to other aspects of the Conquest and, therefore, examiners should
not expect candidates to enter in these matters. Some candidates
may use their previous knowledge to add more comments but
these are not a prerequisite. The material for examination is the
passage alone. Extra knowledge/references should not jeopardise
this fact, and should not influence the marking. Be careful not to
penalise candidates who do not have extra knowledge about
Pizarro.

(4) Her only support was Inés Mufoz, who, fortunately, was a good,
strong and influential figure in Francisca’s life.

(5) Key role of Inés Muinoz as her custodian and tutor, and in nurturing
‘a mission’ in Francisca.

(6) The mission undertaken by Francisca: to save the lineage of her
family name.

Como reacciona usted como lector ante estas revelaciones,
acerca de Francisco Pizarro, como padre.

(1) Pizarro took special care to make sure his children (Francisca and
Gonzalo) were legitimately recognised by law. They were born
within wedlock and were registered and signed under his name. He
also made sure they were included in his will which he prepared not
long before his assassination.

(2) Pizarro wanted to avoid his children experiencing what he had had
to live with: being born illegitimate and being rejected by his own
father.

(3) The above shows how important his children were for Francisco
Pizarro and how much he loved them.

In addition to the above other possible comments could be offered here,
such as, for example, the idea that when learning historical facts,
people are denied the insight into people’s real lives and experiences.
Or, how much difference it makes, to be able to know the more human
side of historical characters. Or, that women, for instance, were never
before considered to play a valuable role in society and, therefore, they
did not need to be included in written history, etc. This is an open
question and candidates are free to express their personal opinions,
provided they can offer reasonable arguments.
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Usted puede anadir cualquier otro comentario que le parezca
pertinente.

It is rare for candidates to follow up this suggestion and they should not be
penalised if they do not. However, any interesting comments should of
course be taken into account in the overall reward, — provided these do not
distort or contradict the main story line and candidates do not end up either,
contradicting themselves or, not adopting a clear line of interpretation. If
additional and reasonable ideas are offered, generous reward should be
considered although this section alone should not be substitute for the
required response to the preceding ones.

Some candidates may adopt a hard line of interpretation and question
whether these events are true or just a mere segment of somebody’s
imagination. This is fine if the candidate justifies his interpretation. Others
with more skeptical minds, may consider that there is no proof to justify this
interpretation of the facts. Fine as well, if there is a good justification to
support such an opinion. Others may look at some aspects but ignore
others. This is the real band discriminator. Those who manage to
interconnect all the different components of the story as outlined above
would be the ones allocated to the upper bands. This is also alright provided
the story as such is interpreted correctly from the point of view of the author.

Candidates may elaborate within these lines or follow alternative
interpretations. The only requirement here is to be consistent and avoid
flagrant contradictions or uncommitted/unexplained statements. ldeas
should be clearly stated, well argued and convincing to be given the marks.
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